
	

	

	

President’s Report  

 
Dear Highmount Families, 
 
What a year 2020 is shaping up to be!  
 
I’d like to thank all our families for their patience and 
understanding during the past couple of months, and our 
wonderful educators who have worked so hard to provide 
both face-to-face and home learning for the children. 
 
Storypark has been an amazing tool for our educators and 
families during this time, allowing much needed two-way 
communication and information sharing.   
 
Kinder is beginning to resemble something like normal as 
the weeks go by, with more children returning, and some 
exciting events being planned. 
 
Our committee is busy planning some online events for 
families, including a virtual dance party and a bake off J. 
Details will be provided in the coming weeks, so make sure 
you dust off your dancing shoes, and think of something 
amazing to bake! 
 
Due to the current circumstances, a term two working bee 
will not be held.  At this stage we are looking at possible 
dates for early in term three. 
 
We have received COVID-19 government funding to 
provide support in delivering our programs, and also to 
assist with additional cleaning costs.  Strict procedures are 
in place to ensure we maintain a safe environment, and this 
includes additional cleaning and sanitizing.   
 
Thank you again to our community for your support, and to 
our families that are still overseas, I hope you make it safely 
home soon.   
 
Kind Regards, 
Lou Skepper 
President                                                                                                   
highmount.president@gmail.com 
	

TERM DATES: 
 
Term 2 finishes Friday 26th June 
 
Term 3 begins Monday 13th July 
 
 
SCHOOL CLOSURES: 
 
Term 2 
Monday, 8th June – Queen’s 
Birthday  
Public Holiday 
 
School Holidays 
Saturday, 27th June – Sunday, 12th 
July 
 
Term 3 
 
School Holidays 
Saturday, 19th September – 
Sunday, 4th October 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
Virtual Dance Party 
Wednesday, 8th July 
 
Bake Off Competition 
Opens Monday, 13th July and 
closes Tuesday, 28th July 
 
Science Incursion 
Monday 17th August 2020 
10:00am.  

Little World Photography 
Week commencing 17th August – 
date to be confirmed. 
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HIGHMOUNT COMMUNICATION 
	

Please	“Like”	our	page	and	follow	us	on	Facebook	and	
Instagram	to	keep	up	to	date	with	news	and	events	
happening	at	the	kinder!	We	would	love	as	many	
parents	as	possible	to	leave	a	review	on	Google	
Review	too!	

	

Story	Park	is	a	free	App	available	for	Apple	and	
Android	phones	and	tablets.		The	App	is	designed	to	
keep	parents	up	to	date	with	newsletters,	notices,	
news,	and	events.		

Please	download	the	App,	register/Log	in	and	find	
Highmount	Preschool	to	receive	updates	and	
reminders	on	your	chosen	device.	

	

	

Sun	Protection	
The	Cancer	Council	of	Victoria	recommends	
sun	protection	whenever	UV	levels	are	three	
or	higher.	Average	UV	levels	in	Victoria	are	
three	or	higher	from	mid-August	until	the	end	
of	April.	

Please	ensure	that	a	hat	is	packed	in	your	
child’s	school	bag	in	Term	1.	

We	also	suggest	that	you	apply	sunscreen	on	
your	child	at	home	before	the	kindergarten	
session	on	high	UV	level	days.	

UV	levels	can	be	checked	on	the	Highmount	
Preschool	website:			

www.highmountpreschool.org.au	

	

Highmount	Preschool	is	committed	to:	

• promoting sun protection strategies for 
children, families, staff and visitors to 
minimise the harmful effects of over 
exposure to the sun’s UV radiation 
 

• ensuring that curriculum planning will 
minimise over exposure to the sun’s UV 
radiation and promote an awareness of sun 
protection and sun safe strategies 
 

• providing information to children, staff, 
volunteers, parents/guardians and others 
at the service about the harmful effects of 
exposure to the sun’s UV radiation. 

	

	



	

	

	

Dear	Parents,	

Well,	what	an	interesting	and	unusual	Term	2	we	have	had!	This	term	has	been	a	steep	

learning	curve	for	me	and	I’m	sure	for	most	of	you	too!	

For	the	majority	of	the	term,	the	3YO	group	have	had	one	child	attend	kinder.	During	the	

past	 two	weeks,	we	have	 seen	 the	 return	of	 the	majority	 of	 the	 3YO	group.	 It’s	 been	

wonderful	to	see	the	children	again	and	they	seem	really	happy	and	excited	to	be	back	at	

kindergarten!	I’ve	loved	seeing	their	beautiful	faces	back	at	kinder!	

The	 children	 have	 re-connected	with	each	other	 and	easily	 settled	back	 into	 routines,	

which	is	a	sign	of	their	growing	emotional	resilience.		For	the	remainder	of	Term	2	we	will	

continue	to	support	the	children	in	the	following	areas:	

•	Encouraging	resilience	and	wellbeing	

•	Listening	

•	Sharing	and	respect	for	each	other	

•	Participating	in	group	activities	

•	Asserting	themselves	and	working	through	conflicts	

•	Making	new	friends	and	extending	their	social	groups	

•	Having	fun!	

Thanks	to	all	the	parents	for	participating	in	Storypark.	It’s	a	great	way	to	keep	in	touch	

and	share	stories	and	activities.	During	isolation,	it’s	been	wonderful	to	receive	feedback	

and	photos	of	the	children	and	their	activities	at	home.	

A	big	thank	you	to	Bec	and	Jenny	for	their	continued	support	and	wonderful	ideas	and	to	

Lou	and	the	Committee	for	all	their	support.	

Reminder	–	Given	the	colder	weather	is	approaching,	please	remember	to	bring	hats	and	

coats,	and	as	always,	a	healthy	snack	pack!	

Please	feel	free	to	come	and	see	me	anytime	if	you	would	like	to	discuss	your	child	or	the	

program.		

Thank-you,	

Hilda Cousins – 3-year-old Activity Leader 
 
 
 

3	YEAR	OLD	REPORT	



	

	

Dear	Parents,	

The	4YO	Kindergarten	children	have	been	kicking	goals	this	Term,	as	they	continue	to	make	significant	

progress	and	achievements	in	their	learning	and	development.	At	the	start	of	Term	2	the	children	were	

showing	a	keen	interest	in	Numeracy	based	learning	and	play	experiences.	They	developed	their	

understanding	of	number	and	engaged	with	wider	mathematical	concepts	through	play	and	organised	

group	learning	experiences.	The	children	demonstrated	that	they	are	becoming	confident	and	highly	

capable	learners	who	are	able	to	take	on	challenges	and	take	risks	in	their	learning.		

The	children	have	now	turned	their	focus	to	developing	their	skill,	knowledge	and	confidence	as	

literacy	users.	We	have	started	a	‘letter	of	the	week’	learning	focus,	which	the	children	are	really	

enjoying.	As	a	result	of	this	ongoing	learning	experience	we	have	seen	a	huge	amount	of	development	

in	the	children’s	ability	to	identify	letters	and	their	knowledge	of	letter-sound	relationships,	word	

knowledge,	pre-reading	skills/beginning	reading	skills,	print	awareness	and	mark	making/writing	skills.	

We	are	incredibly	proud	of	them!	

Our	literacy	focus	is	not	limited	to	a	thematic	‘letter	of	the	week’	learning	approach.	Instead	it	is	an	

integrated	approach	to	learning	that	incorporates	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	cultures	and	

histories,	home	languages,	science,	art,	cooking,	construction,	mark	making,	dramatic	play,	movement,	

sensory	experience,	imaginative	play,	ICT	and	multi-modal	story-telling	as	literacy.	We	recognise	

language	and	communication	in	all	of	their	forms.	

The	children	have	also	developed	their	cultural	competence	and	actively	participated	in	our	service-

wide	journey	of	reconciliation	by	acknowledging	and	celebrating	National	Sorry	Day	and	Reconciliation	

Week.	The	open,	interested	and	respectful	manner	in	which	they	have	engaged	with	learning	about	

reconciliation	and	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	histories	and	cultures	provided	a	glimpse	of	how	

much	better	our	future	could	be	if	we	continue	to	work	towards	a	nation-wide	view	that	recognises	

and	respects	the	histories,	cultures	and	contributions	of	Aboriginal	and	Torres	Strait	Islander	

Australians	as	part	of	our	shared	national	story	and	identity.	

In	the	coming	weeks	we	have	a	few	exciting	experiences	taking	place,	these	include:	

• Pen-pal	program		

• Weekly	kindergarten	library	experience	

• Crazy	Hair	Day	

• Weekly	science	experiments	facilitated	by	Jenny	

• Weekly	cooking	experience	facilitated	by	Bec	

• 	

We	are	looking	forward	to	a	fun	filled	finish	to	the	Term!	

Thank-you,	

Rebecca Tyson – 4-year-old Activity Leader 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4	YEAR	OLD	REPORT	



	

UPCOMING	EVENTS	
	



	

	 	



	

	 SICK	CHILDREN	
Children	should	only	come	to	kinder	if	
they	are	well	enough	to	participate	in	
activities.	Please	keep	your	child	at	
home	if	he/she	is	not	well,	even	if	
he/she	wants	to	come	to	preschool,	

to	avoid	spreading	illness.	

If	your	child	requires	paracetamol	or	
ibuprofen,	they	should	not	be	

attending	the	kinder.	

If	your	child	is	going	to	be	absent	
from	kindergarten	due	to	illness	or	
has	an	infectious	disease,	please	

notify	the	educators.	

If	your	child	has	gastro	they	need	to	
be	symptom	free	for	at	least	24	

hours.	

Please	encourage	frequent	

STAY	AND	PLAY	ROSTER	
	

Volunteering	your	time	at	the	kinder	can	
be	a	juggle.	We	know	how	hard	it	can	be	
to	fit	into	your	busy	schedules,	particularly	
if	you	have	work	commitments	or	younger	
children.		For	your	child,	it	is	a	special	
opportunity	to	share	their	experiences	at	
kinder	with	you,	and	for	you	to	watch	your	
child	interact	with	their	peers.			

	

The	educators	appreciate	any	time	you	can	
spare.	Even	an	hour	or	two	to	read	stories,	
play	games	and	interact	with	the	children	
is	a	great	help	to	the	teaching	staff.		

The	children	always	take	great	pride	in	
having	a	family	member	there!	

Please	sign	up	on	the	roster	which	is	
located	on	the	window	above	the	

sign	in	book.	

	
	

FOOD ALLERGIES 
 

We aim to be a nut free kinder.  

Please do not send foods that contain 
nuts (including Nutella), to minimize the 
risk to children who suffer anaphylaxis 
and allergies.   

The kindergarten also encourages the 
use of reusable containers to minimise 
rubbish.  

Snack suggestions:  

• Fruit or vegetables -prepared the way 
your child prefers, e.g. apples carrots, 
celery sticks, etc.  

• Biscuits and cheese.  
• Sandwiches, wraps, rice or noodles 
• Water or milk to drink (no sugary 

drinks such as juice or cordial) 
 



KELLY	SPORTS	

4YO	sports	incursions	with	Kelly	Sports	will	start	in	Term	3	with	sessions	on	Tuesday	and	Thursday	
afternoons	

This	year	Highmount	Preschool	has	engaged	the	services	of	Kelly	Sports!	More	information	is	available	
through	this	link	-	
https://www.kellysports.com.au/public/schools /pre-school-programmes		

Parent	information	and	registration	forms	will	be	circulated	before	this	date.	

SIGN	IN	BOOK	
When	your	child	is	attending	their	kindergarten	session	the	person	bringing	your	
child	will	need	to	sign	the	attendance	book	with	the	time	you	arrived,	your	name	
and	the	name	of	the	person,	who	will	collect	your	child.	

When	collecting	your	child,	the	person	collecting	your	child	must	sign	the	book	again	
and	record	the	time	the	child	is	being	signed	out.		

This	is	a	requirement	of	the	Department	of	Education	and	Training.	



RESOLVING	CONCERNS	OR	COMPLAINTS	
Families	are	encouraged	to	direct	any	feedback,	concerns,	complaints	or	grievances	to	the	Nominated	

Supervisor		

Rebecca	Tyson	on	9802	2812	

Alternatively,	you	can	contact	the	Approved	Provider,	Highmount	Preschool	Association	Incorporated:	

Name:	Lou	Skepper	

Position:	President	

Email:	highmount.president@gmail.com	

Mobile:	0403	327	762	

Or	Contact:	

Department	of	Education	and	Training	(DET)		

Quality,	Assessment	&	Regulation	Division	(QARD)	

Eastern	Metropolitan	Area	
North-Eastern	Victorian	Region	
Level	4,	295	Springvale	Road	
GLEN	WAVERLEY			VIC			3150	

Ph:		1300	651	940	
emr.qar@edumail.vic.gov.au	

DROP	OFF	&	COLLECTION	
Highmount’s	responsibility	for	a	child	within	the	kinder	grounds	does	not	start	until	the	session	begins,	and	it	
reverts	to	the	parents/guardians	as	soon	as	the	session	ends.		

At	the	beginning	of	sessions,	parents	and	guardians	are	required	to	wait	with	their	children	on	the	veranda	until	
the	teacher	is	ready	to	receive	the	children.		

Parents/guardians	arriving	late	will	be	reminded	of	the	kinder’s	drop-off/collection	policy	which	can	be	found	in	
the	handbook.	Late	collection	is	an	inconvenience	to	staff	and	can	cause	distress	for	children.	

Please	do	not	allow	your	children	to	stand	on	the	gate	when	entering	and	leaving	the	kinder.		It	puts	stress	on	
the	hinges	and	prevents	the	gate	from	closing	properly.		Thank	you	for	your	co-operation.	



	

Do we have the latest information about your child’s immunisation?  

If your child has recently received a vaccination, then our records may be out of 
date.  

It is important for our service to know enrolled children’s immunisation status.  

In the event of a disease outbreak, this allows us to quickly identify children who 
may be at risk of infection and take any protective action required.  

Do we have an Immunisation History Statement showing your child’s most 
recent vaccinations?  

If not, please provide us with an up to date statement from the Australian 
Immunisation Register:  

• use your Medicare online account through myGov or the Express Plus Medicare 
mobile app to access your child’s statement  

• visit a Medicare service centre or call 1800 653 809 to request a statement be 
posted to you.  

Receive reminders when vaccinations are due using your mobile device. 
Download the VaxOnTime Victoria app available for iOS and Android devices.  

To view the immunisation schedule or to find out more about immunisation 
search your topic of interest on www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au 

 



	

	 	



	

	

	 	



	

POLIC IES AND PROCEDURES 
 
There are a total of 38 policies covering all mandatory and best practice areas 
related to the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood Education and Care 
(NQF). These policies have been developed based upon information provided by the 
national peak body Early Learning Association of Australia (ELAA) to meet 
legislative, regulatory and funding requirements. 
 
Highmount Preschool values and encourages family input into decision making and 
strives to draw upon this input to continuously improve the quality of the preschool.  
 
We are pleased to invite you to view the preschool’s policies at 
http://highmountpreschool.org.au/policies/ particularly those that are in draft form and 
provide any feedback via email highmount.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 
 
Hard copies of the policies can be made available upon request. 
 
Further information on the National Quality Framework for Early Childhood and Care 
(NQF) is also available on the Australian Children’s education and Care Quality 
Authority (ACECQA) website via www.acecqa.gov.au 

	

	

	




