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KEY UPCOMING DATES

TERM DATES

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS



National Reconciliation Week

This year’s National Reconciliation Week theme, Be Brave Make Change is a challenge to all 
of us to Be Brave and tackle the unfinished business of reconciliation so we can Make Change 
for the benefit of all Australians.

As part of National Reconciliation Week, we participated in the annual Youth Art for 
Reconciliation Exhibition at the Track Gallery, Mount Waverley. Our children created some 
weaving art, and the pieces were displayed alongside work from other local kindergartens and 
schools.

It’s an honour to be invited to participate in this important exhibition each year, as it supports 
and strengthens our commitment to reconciliation with the wider community.

Reconciliation Australia’s ‘Actions to Make Change’ shows how we can all make change: 
 www.nrw.reconciliation.org.au

2023 Timetable

We are excited to announce that in 2023 we will be offering 15 hours of funded kindergarten 
for both our three and four year-old groups!

We support and recognise the benefits of two years of kindergarten before school, and this 
major change for our three year-olds will allow us to introduce the government early 
childhood reforms sooner than the scheduled date of 2029.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

http://www.nrw.reconciliation.org.au/


New Child Safe Standards

On July 1, new Child Safe Standards come into effect in Victoria.
To comply with the Standards, we are developing a Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy. 

The policy will outline how we prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children, and our 
expectations about child safe practices for staff, volunteers and our community.

As part of this process, we will soon be consulting with staff, families and children to obtain 
feedback on current practices and suggested improvements.

Information about the new Standards can be found at: 
www.ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/new-child-safe-standards-start-in-victoria-on- 
1-july-2022-to-better-protect-children/

Thank you

Thank you to all of our families for your support as we continue to navigate COVID and other 
illnesses within our community. By keeping children at home when they are unwell, you are 
helping to keep our staff and other children safe and well.

Best wishes,

Lou Skepper
President
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http://www.ccyp.vic.gov.au/child-safe-standards/new-child-safe-standards-start-in-victoria-on-1-july-2022-to-better-protect-children/
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Term 2 has been going amazing for our four-year olds. 

We have been learning about the Zones of Regulation, which has helped us think about 
and respond to different feelings. We have been hearing and observing the children 
using what they've learnt so far in their play, such as "That's an angry face and that's in 
the Red zone" or "You were in the blue on Monday because you were sick." 

We are concluding our learning now to create a toolbox of strategies to help us regulate 
our emotions which we will continue to use. We are asking the children to show us how 
they're feeling in the mornings with a chart which we will also continue with. 

Social and emotional learning is an ongoing practice. 

The children have a keen interest in water and ice and have thought of some ideas that 
we're going to explore, such as measuring rain, making icy poles and learning more 
about storms. 

We are exploring our letters and numerals this term, which many of the children already 
have great strength in and we'll ensure to extend on. 

Thank you for bringing in the natural resources after the holidays, the children 
thoroughly enjoyed the weaving experience we implemented. We're excited to show 
you the finished product once the exhibition at the Track Gallery is finished. We will 
also on with this experience by implementing different kinds of weaving. 

We have started the "Something Special Box" where children can bring in an item of 
importance (not toys) to talk to the group about. This experience develops children's 
individual confidence and the whole group's abilities to ask questions. We will prompt 
them to use "Who, what, when, why or how?" questions. It'd be great for families to 
discuss and explore the difference between questions and statements. 

We've had some feedback about group reflections which we will provide more 
frequently so you can see what's happening at kinder. 

Grace Keleher
4YO ECT and Nominated Supervisor
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This term we have been exploring our inquiry unit "Our World". This has linked to
many topics with the children, one of those being making and preparing food as a
group. This began with the children picking apples and mandarins in our kinder
garden and engaging in shared conversations about the food they eat and the
things they make at home with their families.

From this some of the children requested we make smoothies at kinder. As a group,
we planned our first smoothie and the children chose strawberry and banana
smoothies. This was a big hit! The children thoroughly enjoyed the activity and we
then planned a blackberry smoothie for the following week. Starting our kinder
cooking experiences with smoothies has provided us as teachers the opportunity to
explore the idea of safety in the kitchen with the children as we discuss the sharp
blades, safety around electrical cords and regular hand hygiene.

Last week the children decided the next thing we should make is soup. We will
plan our soup ingredients this week as a group and look forward to the children
continuing to explore cooking throughout this term.

Many children have begun to notice the different waste bins we use at the morning
tea table. This has sparked many questions on why we have different bins and what
they are used for. We will follow the children's interests and questions as we
investigate sustainable practices, recycling and composting throughout the term.

Nicole Barnes
3YO ECT
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REGISTER HERE

Saturday 9 July
9:00am -11:00am

WORKING BEEWORKING BEE

https://signup.com/go/MRuOdHw








your Medicare online account through
myGov
Medicare mobile app.

DO WE HAVE THE LATEST INFORMATION
ABOUT YOUR CHILD’S IMMUNISATION?

If your child has recently received a
vaccination, then our records may be out of

date.

It is important for our service to know enrolled
children’s immunisation status.

In the event of a disease outbreak, this allows
us to quickly identify children who may be at
risk of infection and take any protective action
required.
Do we have an Immunisation History Statement
showing your child’s most recent vaccinations?

If not, please provide us with an up to date
statement from the Australian Immunisation
Register:

You can get your immunisation history
statement using either:

If you don’t have a myGov account or a
Medicare online account, you’ll need to set
them up. You’ll need these to use the app.

If you can’t use Medicare online, your
vaccination provider can print your
immunisation history statement for you.

You can also call the Australian Immunisation
Register and ask us to send your immunisation
history statement to you. It can take up to 14
days to arrive in the post.

Updated Immunisation History Statements can
be emailed to Anastasia Sergianis
highmount.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

There are a total of 38 policies covering all
mandatory and best practice areas related
to the National Quality Framework for Early

Childhood Education and Care (NQF).
These policies have been developed

based upon information provided by the
national peak body Early Learning

Association of Australia (ELAA) to meet
legislative, regulatory and funding

requirements.

Highmount Preschool values and
encourages family input into decision

making and strives to draw upon this input
to continuously improve the quality of the

preschool.

We are pleased to invite you to view the
preschool’s policies at

http://highmountpreschool.org.au/policies/
particularly those that are in draft form and

provide any feedback via email
highmount.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Hard copies of the policies can be made
available upon request.

Further information on the National Quality
Framework for Early Childhood and Care
(NQF) is also available on the Australian
Children’s education and Care Quality

Authority (ACECQA) website
viawww.acecqa.gov.au

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/medicare-online-account
https://my.gov.au/
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/express-plus-medicare-mobile-app
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/how-to-set-up-your-medicare-online-account
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/how-to-set-up-your-medicare-online-account
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/phone-us#acir
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/phone-us#acir
mailto:highmount.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
http://highmountpreschool.org.au/policies/
mailto:highmount.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
http://www.acecqa.gov.au/










Gastroenteritis
Respiratory infection (more than just the common cold). eg. Infected runny nose or
persistent cough
Hand, foot and mouth disease (when weeping blisters that have not yet scabbed over are
present).
Any of the infectious diseases listed in the “Minimum Period of Exclusion from Primary
Schools and Children's Services Centres for Infectious Diseases Cases and Contacts”.

when a child is ill or becomes ill at preschool
If your child appears unwell or you have reason to think they may be infectious, please
consider the other children and keep them at home. If a child is unwell then this
compromises the health and wellbeing of our community and does not provide a child with the
care and comfort they require.  If your child requires Panadol (or similar), to manage symptoms
then they should not be attending kindergarten.   To reduce the risk of spreading infection,
families will be informed that a child may not stay for the session or will be sent home if they
are displaying the symptoms of:

When a child becomes ill after arrival at Preschool, the parent/guardian, or if they are unable
to be contacted, the emergency contact person will be notified immediately, and
arrangements will be made for the sick child to be taken from the Preschool as soon as
possible. If necessary, details will be recorded in the Incident, Injury, Trauma and Illness
record.

At the beginning October 2020 the Department of Education and Training released a directive
about 'managing illness in schools and early childhood services during the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic'.  The DET states that, 'It's important to make sure unwell children and
staff stay at home until their symptoms resolve and seek medical assistance as required. Services
should send unwell children or staff home in accordance with Preventing infectious diseases in
early childhood education and care services.'

The educators will be using the guidelines to inform their decision-making processes and
actions when managing illness at the Preschool service and we ask for your understanding and
support as they implement them.  

LAUNDRY DUTY
The “Stay and Play” roster includes a laundry roster. This is located in the
Attendance Book. Your contribution involves taking home a bag of smocks, tea
towels and children’s hand towels. Occasionally dress-up clothes may be
included. We ask that you return the washing cleaned and folded at your child’s
next session.

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/covid-19/managing-unwell-students-covid19-factsheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/covid-19/managing-unwell-students-covid19-factsheet.pdf
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/about/department/covid-19/managing-unwell-students-covid19-factsheet.pdf


RESOLVING CONCERNS OR COMPLAINTS
Families are encouraged to direct any feedback, concerns, complaints or grievances to the

Nominated Supervisor, Grace Keleher on 9802 2812

Alternatively, you can contact the Approved Provider, Highmount Preschool Association
Incorporated:

Name: Lou Skepper
Position: President

Email: highmount.president@gmail.com
Mobile: 0403 327 762

Or Contact:

Department of Education and Training (DET)
Quality, Assessment & Regulation Division (QARD)

Eastern Metropolitan Area
North-Eastern Victorian Region
Level 4, 295 Springvale Road
GLEN WAVERLEY VIC 3150

Ph: 1300 651 940
emr.qar@edumail.vic.gov.au

We are a NO NUT kindergarten.

Child safety is paramount at Highmount Preschool, and we are committed to
providing a safe, supportive and inclusive learning environment for all children in
our community.

Some children at the kindergarten are at risk of Anaphylaxis – a severe and
potentially life-threatening allergic reaction.

Therefore, to ensure the health and safety of all children is maintained at the
Preschool, we must ensure that the following food items are NOT brought into the
kindergarten at any time.
X Eggs
X Sesame Seeds
X Sesame Oil
X Nuts
X Nut Products
X Nutella
X Peanut Butter



We support our local communityWe support our local community

If you would like to advertise, please email us at
highmount.marketing@gmail.com








