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KEY UPCOMING DATES
TERM DATES

Thursday 15th December 2022 - Last kindergarten session

Monday 19th December 2022- Last kindergarten session 

Thursday 27th January – Educators Only – Pupil Free Day
Monday 30th January - Educators Only – Pupil Free Day
Tuesday 31st January – 3YO Orientation Session 9:00am to 12:00pm
Wednesday 1st February – 4YO kindergarten sessions commence 12:00pm to 
3:00pm

3YO 

4YO

Tuesday 20th December - Organisational Day – Educators ONLY

Office Closure
Please note that the administration office is closed during the holiday period.  Mail 
and email inbox will continue to be monitored.

Wishing all our families a wonderful festive season.  Enjoy your time with family and 
friends and have a safe, happy, and relaxing holiday.

2023

A reminder that sessions are reduced to 3 hours for the first 2 weeks of the school 
year to allow children to adjust and become familiar with the kindergarten routine.

Normal hours commence from the week commencing Monday 13th February 2023.



PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome to our final newsletter for 2022! 
We’ve had a very productive year at Highmount, and with the support of our community, we 
have ensured continued growth and excellence in early childhood education into the future. 
 
We are looking forward to partnering with Mount Waverley North Primary School and the 
benefits that it will bring to the kindergarten and our shared communities.

2023 Teaching Team
It’s been wonderful to welcome Bec back this term as our 4-year-old group Teacher, 
Nominated Supervisor and Educational Leader.  Bec will continue in these roles next year, 
and we will have a new 3-year-old group teacher joining our team in 2023.  Hilda and Steph 
will continue as our Educators and work with both the three and four-year-old groups.  We 
thank Abida for her many years as our lunch time educator and wish her all the best for her
future endeavours.

Free Kinder & Voluntary Contributions
To support families in our community we chose to opt-in to the Victorian Government’s free 
kindergarten initiative for 2023.  In practical terms this means that for each child enrolled at 
our service families will save $650 per term and $2600 per year.

Whilst this is excellent news for family budgets and improving access to quality education 
and care, unfortunately the free kinder funding doesn’t cover the entire cost of running a 
kindergarten program.  Consequently, this will have a substantial financial impact and create 
a budget shortfall for our service.

For this reason, we have introduced a voluntary contribution fund to assist in continuing to 
offer additional programs such as Henny Penny Hatching, Backyard Biodiversity, Holly’s Bees, 
Kelly Sports, Fizzics Science and the Kew Traffic School Excursion.  All voluntary contributions 
are very much welcomed and can be donated via bank transfer to Highmount Preschool BSB 
033065, ACC 471357.  

We sincerely appreciate each contribution and we thank our families that have already 
contributed.



Thank you 
Thank you to all of our families for your contribution to the success of Highmount 
throughout the year. Your support and generous donations for our fundraising events has 
allowed us to purchase new educational resources and equipment and provide specialised 
learning experiences for the children. Your assistance at our working bees has also ensured
that the playground is safe and well maintained. 

Thank you to our Committee of Management for their support and contribution throughout 
the year. We’ve achieved some fantastic outcomes, and it has been wonderful working with 
all of you. Our Committee will look a little different going forward, however we will continue 
to provide opportunities and events that bring our community together as we always have.

Thank you to Bec, Nicole, Hilda, Steph and Anastasia for their ongoing support and hard 
work. We are lucky to have such a passionate and dedicated team that continually strive for 
excellence and best outcomes for the children. We wish Nicole continued success in her new 
position and extend a huge thank you for her contribution to Highmount.

To our families that are leaving us this year, we wish you the best of luck for the future and 
your child’s school years. We have loved having you as part of our community and invite you
to visit!

We are looking forward to meeting our three-year-old children, and welcoming back our 
children moving into four-year-old kinder in 2023. It’s going to be a fantastic year!

Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday break.

PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Lou Skepper
President
Email: highmount.president@gmail.com



Dear Highmount Community,

This term at 4YO Kindergarten, the children have engaged with the program with energy 
and enthusiasm and have been going from strength to strength as they have continued 
to learn through play. The children have displayed high levels of engagement and 
behaviours that demonstrate that they are maturing as knowledgeable, skilled, and 
confident learners and are developing the tools, dispositions, and skills necessary for a 
positive transition to school.
 
To support the children to make a positive transition to school we have been focusing 
on developing and strengthening the children’s social and emotional intelligence. This 
has involved using social stories, role play, socio-dramatic play contexts and puppet 
play to assist the children to enhance their ability to successfully engage in social 
learning contexts and develop a strong sense of wellbeing. We have also created a 
'transition to school' discovery table that has books about school, a display that 
reflects/documents the children's voice, photograph displays of school, and artefacts 
that include school uniforms. This experience has acted as an invitation for the children 
to share their thoughts and feeling about school and voice any concerns or questions. 
Within the safe context of learning through play the children are being supported to 
build positive attitudes towards school and feel confident about the transition. 

The children are currently continuing to develop their emergent literacy skills and 
knowledge through our language and literacy learning focus, intentional teaching 
experiences in circle time, and play experiences that support and facilitate this area of 
learning and development. Each week the children continue to show us their ever- 
growing knowledge and skills as effective literacy users. Their ability to work with key 
literacy concepts such as mark making, phonemic awareness, phonological awareness, 
concepts of print, creating and exploring texts, and making meaning continues to grow 
and progress at an impressive rate. We have also enjoyed getting out into the 
community as we walked to the post box to send invitations the children created for our 
end year celebration to their families. It was a valuable way to help the children learn 
about the power and purpose of communicating through print. 

4 YEAR OLD REPORT



The ‘Highmount Hairdressing Salon’ has also been a fun feature of our program that has 
supported the children to develop their creativity, imagination, communication skills, 
social skills, emotional intelligence and explore aspects of identity. Play has been 
enhanced by including signs and texts as well as opportunities for mark making with 
appointment sheets and business cards created and used by the children. We have also 
used the children's ideas to build on services offered and support them to try new roles 
and personas. In the outdoor environment, we have created spaces for the children to 
engage in play that relates to the home and family, and identities and rituals/traditions 
within the family. The nature kitchen, bus, boat, and the use of dress ups and other 
resources has inspired and assisted the children to strengthen their communication 
skills as they have engaged and interacted with one another and created scripts and 
dialogue for their play.

Looking ahead this term, the children are very excited about the end of year celebration 
on Monday December 19th. There will be a magician performing at 12:30 for the 
children and families, followed by an opportunity for you to play with your child after the 
performance, connect with other families, catch up with the teaching team and enjoy 
some light refreshments. If you have any questions regarding the end of year 
celebration, please do not hesitate to ask Hilda, Steph or myself. We really hope to see 
you all there!

Bec Tyson

4 YEAR OLD REPORT



This term the children’s interests and questions led us to begin an in-depth inquiry 
into recycling and what happens to waste. The children have been investigating 
different materials and learning to sort them based on their characteristics. This 
aligned well with National Recycling Week in early November. Thank you to all the 
families who collected recycled materials for the children to explore. As a group 
the children learnt about reusing old materials to create something new and 
engaged their imaginations through collage and box construction!

We were also fortunate to have Ella from Compost Community join us and run an 
incursion about composting. The children had the opportunity to investigate real 
worms and develop their understanding of worms and our environment. 

Engaging the children in ongoing inquiries allow them to build their knowledge 
overtime, lead their learning through questioning and work collaboratively to learn 
from their peers. It encourages the children to make suggestions and communicate 
their understanding in a variety of ways.

At the beginning of term 4 we noticed some children showing an interest in 
drawing, mark making and beginning to explore letters and symbols. We nurtured 
this interest in literacy through stamping, providing name cards and creating new 
and open-ended play spaces for literacy exploration. Providing a variety of 
opportunities for the children to follow their own interests both independently and 
with teacher support, promotes children’s natural curiosity and self confidence in 
their own abilities. 

We will continue to follow these interests for the remainder of the term and we look 
forward to celebrating this wonderful year with all the children and families on 
Thursday 15th December.
 
Nicole Barnes
3YO Kindergarten Teacher

3 YEAR OLD REPORT





your Medicare online account through 
 myGov
Medicare mobile app.

DO WE HAVE THE LATEST INFORMATION 
ABOUT YOUR CHILD’S IMMUNISATION?

If your child has recently received a 
vaccination, then our records may be out of 

date.

It is important for our service to know enrolled 
children’s immunisation status.

In the event of a disease outbreak, this allows 
us to quickly identify children who may be at 
risk of infection and take any protective action 
required. 
Do we have an Immunisation History Statement 
showing your child’s most recent vaccinations? 

If not, please provide us with an up to date 
statement from the Australian Immunisation 
Register: 

You can get your immunisation history 
statement using either:

If you don’t have a myGov account or a 
Medicare online account, you’ll need to set 
them up. You’ll need these to use the app.

If you can’t use Medicare online, your 
vaccination provider can print your 
immunisation history statement for you.

You can also call the Australian Immunisation 
Register and ask us to send your immunisation 
history statement to you. It can take up to 14 
days to arrive in the post.

Updated Immunisation History Statements can 
be emailed to Anastasia Sergianis 
 highmount.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
 

There are a total of 38 policies covering all
mandatory and best practice areas related
to the National Quality Framework for Early

Childhood Education and Care (NQF). 
These policies have been developed 

based upon information provided by the 
national peak body Early Learning 

Association of Australia (ELAA) to meet 
legislative, regulatory and funding 

requirements.
 

Highmount Preschool values and 
encourages family input into decision 

making and strives to draw upon this input
to continuously improve the quality of the 

preschool. 
 

We are pleased to invite you to view the 
preschool’s policies at 

 http://highmountpreschool.org.au/policies/
particularly those that are in draft form and 

provide any feedback via email 
 highmount.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

 
Hard copies of the policies can be made 

available upon request.
 

Further information on the National Quality
Framework for Early Childhood and Care 
(NQF) is also available on the Australian 
Children’s education and Care Quality 

Authority (ACECQA) website 
viawww.acecqa.gov.au

 

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/medicare-online-account
https://my.gov.au/
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/express-plus-medicare-mobile-app
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/how-to-set-up-your-medicare-online-account
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/how-to-set-up-your-medicare-online-account
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/phone-us#acir
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/phone-us#acir
mailto:highmount.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
http://highmountpreschool.org.au/policies/
mailto:highmount.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
http://www.acecqa.gov.au/


RESOLVING CONCERNS OR COMPLAINTS
 

Families are encouraged to direct any feedback, concerns, complaints or grievances to the 
Nominated Supervisor, Rebecca Tyson on 9802 2812

 
Alternatively, you can contact the Approved Provider, Highmount Preschool Association 

Incorporated:
 

Name: Lou Skepper
Position: President

Email: highmount.president@gmail.com
Mobile: 0403 327 762

 
Or Contact:

 
Department of Education and Training (DET) 

Quality, Assessment & Regulation Division (QARD)
Eastern Metropolitan Area

North-Eastern Victorian Region
Level 4, 295 Springvale Road
GLEN WAVERLEY   VIC   3150

Ph:  1300 651 940
emr.qar@edumail.vic.gov.au

 
 







Additional resources
Quality Improvement Plan 

VEYLDF Learning and Development Outcome 

Victoria's New Child Safe Standards

The Early Years Learning Frame (EYLF)

https://highmountpreschool.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Quality-Improvement-Plan.pdf
https://highmountpreschool.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Quality-Improvement-Plan.pdf
https://highmountpreschool.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/VEYLDF-Learning-and-Development-Outcome.pdf
https://highmountpreschool.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/VEYLDF-Learning-and-Development-Outcome.pdf
https://highmountpreschool.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Victorias-New-Child-Safe-Standards.pdf
https://highmountpreschool.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/The-Early-Years-Learning-Frame-EYLF.pdf






We support our local communityWe support our local community

If you would like to advertise, please email us at 
highmount.marketing@gmail.com 


